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who illustrated a half-dozen of Ms.
McGovern’s books.
Before turning to writing full time,

Ms.McGovernwas a children’s book ed-
itor in New York. She also wrote four
volumes of poetry for adults.
The daughter of ArthurWeinberger, a

bacteriologist, and the formerKateMal-
atsky, a teacher, Ann Weinberger was
born in Manhattan onMay 25, 1930. Her
father died when she was 5, and she and
her older sister were sent to live with
their grandparents.
After two years they returned to their

mother, but she seemed ill-equipped to
care for them, Ms. McGovern later
wrote.
As a refuge from loneliness, and from

the profound stutter that plagued her
throughout her childhood, she lost her-
self in books.
She enrolled at the University of New

Mexico but left at 19 to marry her Eng-
lish professor, Hugh McGovern. Di-
vorced three years later, she returned to
New York with their young son and
found an entry-level job with the pub-
lisher of the Little Golden Books series.
The work was dreary — her job en-

BYMARGALIT FOX

Ann McGovern, a prolific author for
children whose work ranged over wom-
en’s history, adaptations of folk tales
and her own exploits as a globe-trotting
adventurer, died on Saturday at her
home inManhattan. She was 85.
Her death, from cancer, was an-

nounced by her family.
The author of more than 50 titles that

have collectively sold millions of copies,
Ms. McGovern was known in particular
for ‘‘Stone Soup,’’ her 1986 retelling of
the traditional story, with illustrations
byWinslow Pinney Pels.
Her books carried artwork by some of

the foremost picture-book illustrators of
the era, among them ‘‘TooMuchNoise’’
(1967), illustrated by Simms Taback;
‘‘Zoo, Where Are You?’’ (1964), illus-
trated by Ezra Jack Keats; ‘‘Nicholas
Bentley Stoningpot III’’ (1982), illus-
trated by Tomie dePaola; and ‘‘Little
Wolf’’ (1965), with pictures by Nola
Langner, a friend since grade school

tailed stamping the date on endless
pages of manuscript — but one day in
the ladies’ room she overheard an edit-
or pining for a book about Roy Rogers.
Ms.McGovern had only a dim acquaint-
ance with Roy Rogers, but, buying a
comic book about him, she set to work
on amanuscript.
The result was her first book, ‘‘Roy

Rogers and the Mountain Lion,’’ with il-
lustrations by Mel Crawford, published
as a Little Golden Book in 1955.
Ms.McGovern,whowrote several ad-

ditional titles for the series, later spent
more than a decade as an editor at
Scholastic.
Several of Ms. McGovern’s nonfiction

books chronicled the lives of notable
women, including ‘‘Runaway Slave:
The Story of Harriet Tubman’’ (1965), il-
lustrated by R.M. Powers, and ‘‘The
Secret Soldier: The Story of Deborah
Sampson’’ (1975), illustrated by Ann
Grifalconi, the true tale of a womanwho
disguised herself as a man to fight with
the Continental Army.
Other titles sprang from the intrepid

travels of Ms. McGovern, a member of
the Explorers Club and an avid scuba

diver. Among them were ‘‘Night Dive’’
(1984), with photographs by Martin
Scheiner and JamesB. Scheiner; ‘‘Play-
ing With Penguins: And Other Adven-
tures in Antarctica’’ (1994), with photo-
graphs by Ms. McGovern and Colin
Monteath; and ‘‘Shark Lady’’ (1978), il-
lustrated by Ruth Chew, a biography of
themarine biologist Eugenie Clark. (Dr.
Clark died in February at 92.)
Ms. McGovern’s second husband,

Martin Scheiner, whom she married in
1970 and whose photographs illustrate
several of her books, died in 1992. Her
survivors include her companion, Ralph
Greenberg; four children, Peter
McGovern, Charles Scheiner, Ann C.
Scheiner and James B. Scheiner; and
three grandchildren.
Ms.McGovern drewonher own expe-

rience once more for an evocative 1980
picture book, ‘‘Mr. Skinner’s Skinny
House,’’ illustrated by the cartoonist
Mort Gerberg. It was rooted in the sev-
en years she spent living at 75 Bedford
Street, in Greenwich Village, New
York’s narrowest townhouse.
The three-story building, known as

the Edna S. Vincent Millay House for
another celebrated former resident, is
just 990 square feet, with rooms no
wider than 8 feet, 4 inches.
Ms. McGovern’s book centers on a

hapless tenant there who, in true
Gotham fashion, works his way through
a series of inappropriate roommates.
In what turns out to be the poorest fit

of all, an actormoves in.When he is cast
in the role of Pinocchio, the townhouse
can no longer accommodate his nose.

FRANK C. DOUGHERTY

Ms.McGovern at her home in 1987. She
was known in particular for ‘‘Stone Soup.’’

Didi Kirsten
Tatlow

LETTER FROM CHINA

BEIJING ‘‘Silence, exile and cunning’’
was James Joyce’s formula for the
artist to survive in a treacherous world.
The Chinese artist Ai Weiwei seems

to be trying something different.
For one thing, Mr. Ai doesn’t want

exile, he told the Süddeutsche Zeitung
newspaper in Germany, shortly after
the Chinese authorities lifted the ban
on his travel, and four years after he
was first detained over his outspoken
criticism of China’s human rights re-
cord. ‘‘They also promised me I could
return, which was very important to
me,’’ he told the paper.
Nor has he chosen silence. Newly

freed from China, Mr. Ai, 57, has said
things to the German news media that
have horrified his fans, who saw him as
a voice of resistance to tyranny.
Yes, hundreds of lawyers and their

assistants have been detained by the
Chinese police since July 9, but they

are being treated
better than he was,
Mr. Ai told the Süd-
deutsche Zeitung:
‘‘They are explain-
ing to the detainees
the accusations
against them. The
courts are deciding
how to handle them.

The authorities are no longer acting
outside the law.’’
Yet lawyers’ families and rights

groups say disappearances and other
extralegal methods have been common
in the recent sweep.
Despite this, Mr. Ai told Die Zeit, in

an interview for its Thursday editions:
‘‘If you look at the bigger picture, any
country or political system has to pre-
serve its stability. Arresting a few
people is not a big deal.’’
Mr. Ai even told the Süddeutsche Zei-

tung ‘‘There is a basis of trust’’ be-
tween him and the authorities now.
‘‘My life is about more than just re-

sistance,’’ he told Die Zeit.
When Die Zeit askedMr. Ai about his

comments about the lawyers, he said, ‘‘I
don’t have to talk about that again,’’ and
he threatened to throw out the report-
ers if they pursued the subject. At the
time of publication, Mr. Ai had not re-
sponded to a request for an interview.
On Twitter, some of his 283,000 fol-

lowers are asking: Did Mr. Ai gain a
passport but lose his soul?
‘‘You’ve changed,’’ some tweeted.

‘‘Apologize,’’ others demanded.
‘‘Ai Weiwei really was my idol,’’ an-

other user tweeted, adding, ‘‘Where
will I find another idol?’’
To which Mr. Ai responded:

‘‘Garbage.’’
Their hero has fallen. Or is he dis-

playing cunning, Joyce’s third recom-
mendation? Is he playing a game? Liu
Xiaoyuan, a lawyer and friend of Mr. Ai,
seemed to suggest that in an interview.
‘‘You can wonder what he really

knows about the lawyers’ situation,’’
said Mr. Liu, whose law firm, Fengrui,
was shut by the authorities in July.
‘‘But you can’t say you know if he’s
really free to speak his mind.’’
Furthermore, speaking in support of

the lawyers could be dangerous for
everyone. ‘‘What would the impact
be?’’ Mr. Liu asked.
Mr. Ai told the Süddeutsche Zeitung

that the Chinese authorities were watch-
ing him in Germany, saying, ‘‘They are
following exactly what I say and do.’’
Mr. Liu continued: ‘‘People want him

to behave in a certain way. Isn’t that
just like the Cultural Revolution? At-
tacking and criticizing and demanding
that he apologize? People say he’s their
hero. He never said he was their hero.
Or their leader. He’s an artist.’’
For Joyce, in addition to silence, exile

and cunning, being an artist meant be-
ing ‘‘invisible’’ like Stephen Dedalus in
the autobiographical novel ‘‘A Portrait
of the Artist as a YoungMan.’’ ‘‘Every-
where felt and nowhere seen,’’ he wrote.
But Mr. Ai has never shown such

subtlety, instead turning his life into his
art, using his body, naked or injured
after a police attack, as his medium.
‘‘Everything I do revolves around

communication,’’ he told Die Zeit.
In Beijing, Mr. Liu pleaded for his

friend to be left alone. Mr. Ai has a pug-
nacious nature, he said, and that
means that whatever is really going on,
he is prepared to take on his fans, as
well as the Chinese government.
‘‘Themore you fight with him, the

more. . . .’’ Mr. Liu broke off. His meaning
was clear: themoreMr. Ai fights back.
Silence, exile, even artistic invisibility,

just aren’t whatMr. Ai does, as his fans
— painfully, this time— are discovering.
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1915 Cotton Seen as Key to Peace
LONDON ‘‘If cotton had been declared
contraband, the war would have been
over lastMarch.’’ Sir CharlesMacara
and SirWilliamRamsay repeated that
statement (which they havemade be-
fore) at themeeting over which Sir
Charles presided last night in Queen’s
Hall. ‘‘If we stop cotton,’’ SirWilliam de-
clared, emphatically, ‘‘then we stop this
war.’’ (Applause.) ‘‘Cotton is the only
substance which the Germans cannot
furnish themselves with for ammuni-
tion,’’ said SirWilliam.Wood, hemp,
straw, anything that contained wood
fibre, was available tomake nitric cellu-
lose, but none of these fibres had the bal-
listic power of cotton.

1965 Johnson on U.S. Vietnam Role
WASHINGTON President Johnson said
today that theUnited States would not be
making sacrifices in South Vietnam ‘‘if
its helpwere not wanted and requested.’’
Mr. Johnson’s remarks, at the swearing
in of Henry Cabot Lodge asU.S. ambas-
sador to South Vietnam,were significant
in light of reports thatMr. Lodge had told
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
July 27 that theUnited States would keep
its forces in South Vietnam even if the
Saigon government asked them to leave.
Spokesmen insisted yesterday that these
reports were inaccurate.

A tentative deal on Greek debt
The creditors have destroyed the Greek
economy through their blunt austerity
measures. The government made cuts in
benefits and spending, but the headwinds
it caused for the economy have led to
falling tax revenue that is bad for the
creditors and really bad for the Greek
people. It is like balancing your family
budget by selling your car. Yes, you save
money on car payments and insurance, but
if you can’t drive to work, you lose income
faster than you avoid expenses.
TOM STOLTZ, DETROIT

I am really tired of hearing the reforms
being suggested to Greece as ‘‘austerity.’’
They include domestic reforms that seek to
level the playing field, minimize
bureaucracy, fight oligopolies and give
more power to the people. And, of course,
more effective collection of existing taxes.
RICHARD HUBER, NEW YORK

The express will of the electorate was for
something they couldn’t have: another
bailout plus a softening of the demands of
the creditors. . . . So the prospect of getting
a better deal was never really on the table.
WARBLER, OHIO

China devalues its currency
In the last year at least, China has been
keeping the renminbi strong, not weak.…
The renminbi has been strengthening
along with the dollar, and it is entirely
understandable that the authorities want
to counter that trend. . . . There are a lot of
things that disturb me in Chinese economic
(and other) policy, but this is not one.
BILL, BEIJ ING

China wants to participate in the global
market-based economy but wants to
manipulate that participation. That’s like a
poker player getting to choose which cards
to be dealt.
BRUCE ROZENBLIT, KANSAS CITY
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY R. A. REISS, COLL. IPSC, EXCEPT BELOW LEFT, RICHARD HELMER, COURTESY MAJA HELMER

EVIDENCE It was
not long after the in-
vention of photo-
graphy that it be-
came a tool of the
legal system— a
problematic tool, be-
cause photos can ob-
scure asmuch as
they reveal. The cur-
ators of ‘‘Images of
Conviction,’’ an ex-
hibition at Le Bal
gallery in Paris
through Aug. 30 and
a book (Le Bal-Édi-
tions Xavier Barral),
explore that idea
with historical and
current scenarios in
which photographs
are used as evi-
dence. Rodolphe A.
Reiss, a Swissman,
set up one of the first
forensic police labs,
using photos as evi-
dence in crimes. As
a demonstration of
an overhead crime-
scene shot, top, he
photographed aman
posing as a corpse in
1925. Fingerprints
from a 1915 crime
scene, bottom right,
and a handkerchief
used in a 1907
strangling, bottom
center.

NAZI HUNTING In
life, Josef Mengele
escaped justice, on
the run in South
America until his
death in 1979. To
prove his corpse had
been found, Richard
Helmer used a pho-
tograph of his skull
superimposed on a
photograph of his
face, bottom left, to
show they belonged
to the sameman.


